
THE RURAL 8CHOOL TERM.

(By J. L. McBrlen, School Extension
Agent, U. S. Bureau of Education,

Department of the Interior.)

School attendance Is of firat consid-

eration In a discussion of the rural
school term. According to the state
superintendent of public Instruction of
Louisiana, the Hon. T. H. Harris, a

rural school term of six months with
an avcragt daily attendance of 100

per cent i a longer and a better and
a cheaper school term than a nine-mont-

term with an average daily
attenadance of only 66 per cent.
The United States commissioner of
education agrees with the prenjlse laid
down by Superintendent Harris. Ev-

ery agency should be used to Improve
rural school attendance before tax-

payers are asked to bear the burden
of increased taxation for a longer
school term wherever poor attend-
ance Is tolerated. Georgia Is the lat--

to enact compulsory school already

attendance law, Such an act was
' passed by the Georgia legislature and

approved by Governor Harris August
19, 1916.

The main features of this law are
thus reviewed in an editorial In the
Atlanta

"Judged by its positive virtues
er than by negative limitations, the
compulsory school attendance meas-
ure passed at the recent session of
the legislature is praiseworthy and
serviceable law. Its terms are not as

and Btrlngcnt as those
prescribed In parts of New England
and the West and wisely so, for If
reforms of this character are to be
permanent they must be temperate
and gradual.

"The measure voldes In substance
that children between the ages of 8

and 14 shall attend school for not less
than four months year. Exceptions
to this requirement apply to those
children who have completed the
fourth grade of the grammar (olnmen
tary) school, those whose parents or
guardians are In destitution, those
whose services are needed in farm
emergencies and those who are men
tally or physically Incapable. Viola-
tors of the law are subject to ade-- (

quato penalties."
The deplorablo results of want of

a compulsory school attendance law
In Ceorgla are strikingly evident in
the large number of pupils who quit
school between tho socond and tho
seventh grades In the white schools.
Thore were 58,210 pupils who entered
the second grade for the year ending
December 31, 1915; only 26.578 enter-
ed the seventh grade for that year,
which shows that 31,670 pupils quit

'""' ucmeuu im-s- e iwo graues; in
other words, Georgia Is not giving
over half her white pupils a
grade education.

The public school course of Georgia
covers eleven years, with the excep-
tion of a few of Its progressive cities
which have recently added the
twelfth grade. According to the an
nual school report for the white
schools of Georgia for the year end
ing uccemoer 31, isis, there were
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2.015 pupils who entered the elev-

enth grade; this shows that only one
pupil In every 28 of tlmso who entered
the second grade entered the eleventh
grade.

In IUIiioIb," with a state-wid- e com-

pulsory attendance law, for the schoWf

year ending June 30, 1915, thore were
127,629 enrolled In the second grade
and 103,347 pupils enrolled In the sev-

enth grade; which shows that Illinois
Is giving over 80 per cent of her chil-

dren a seventh grade education. For
this same year In Illinois there were
15,612 pupils enrolled In the eleventh
grade, which shows that one In every
seven pupils enrolled In the second
grade enters the eleventh grade It
Is expected, however, that Georgia
will make signal progress In her pub-

lic school attendance her new
compulsory attendance law, and that
within the next decade public senti-
ment in that state will demand a still
better law. The Atlanta Journal, In

est state a the edltorlul quoted, pays

Journal:
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tribute to the agencies that have work
ed for many years In order to make
It for Georgia to tnke this
first step toward better school attend-
ance, as follows:

"Many persons and many agencies
have worked faithfully, through years
of difficulty and disappointment, for
this beneficent legislation. The Geor-
gia Teachers' Association, the forces
of organized lakor, notably the Jour-
nal of Labor, published iu Atlanta,
women's clubs, progressive trade bod-

ies, notably the Atlanta Chamber of
Commerce, and constructive newsp-
apersthese and divers others have
given the cause of compulsory school
attendance unstlned Partic-
ularly earnest and effoctlve, however,
has been the service of the state sup-

erintendent of education, Trof. M. L.
Brlttain, who has labored with a zeal
that comes from heart-dee- conviction
and with an Insight which experience
alone can supply."

It Is clearly evident that there Is
plenty of room for Improvement In the
public school attendance of both Illi
nois and Georgia. An aroused public lie

scntlment.ln behalf of a better ""n'y-y- ou never come duck.
U lm not to either of theraattendance will do more for Its ,ra.

that this so tragicallyprovement than all the law. that can waa"conslj(.re(li Ending on an en-ev-

be written upon the statuto problematical going away.
The public Is the agency g, that early summer night, seemed
which to arouse public more unlikely than that Sidney woild

ment until It will no longer tolerate
the present poor attendance at our
public schools throughout the nation.

The comparison above is for the
same years In both states. The pub-

lic school course in Illinois covers 12
years.
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ever be free to live ber own life. The
Street, stretching away to the north
and to the south In two lines of houses
that seemed to meet in the distance,
hemmed her In. She had been burn In

the little brick house, and, us she was
of It, so It was of her. Her hands bad
smoothed and painted the pine floors;
her hands had put up the twine on
which the morning-glorie- s In the yard
covered the fences; bad. Indeed, with

j what agonies of slacking lime and add
ing blueing, wnncwasnea uie xeuce in

"She's capable," Aunt Harriet bad
gruuibllngly admitted, watching from
her sewing machine Sidney's strong
young arms at this bumble spring task.

"She's wonderful!" her mother had
said, as she bent over her handwork.
She was not strong enough to run the
sewing machine.

So Joe Drummond stood on the pave-

ment and saw bis dream of taking
Slducy In his arms fade Into an Indefi-

nite futurity. ,

"I'm not going to give you up," be
said doggedly. "When you come back,
I'll be waiting.

a

in u

The
he

of a
The shook being over, and things from

he his grief way of little room, from
a trifle, thrust his bnnds Into the of n woniiin In a sunny
his and down the bent over a Genteel
street. Sidney smiled up at lilin. was w hut It meant, and more

"Sotd Joe." the constant dniln of
"Good night. I say, It's women on the youth and

more than half an Won't
'

courage of the girl besidii ulm.
you kiss me K. Ijo who was his

She flushed nnd own those what with
Ing. all, her flrst kiss nnd other things, swore a

have gone without her heart to be no further weight ou the
gone out of sheer pity. Hut a tall fig-- 1 girl'a spirit. He had no In-

ure out of the of letting the Street
with strides. 0n him. He had built up a wall be- -

Thn cried himself the rest of the
awiiv. world, nnd he would not scnle It But

"1 n the ' be held no lb Let
The roomer

' When he the doorstep.
wns nled nnd quite alone,
ilto roomer ioom-.- i rtf warm, ne
rnrrl.nl a oult.ii-.-- , which was as It
should lie. The ln.-l- i of tho Street at- -

w ii) s riirrle.t their own except
the yoiitik'.-- r Wll-w- ncro the way. colder, f
His liiKtes were known to bo

"Hot. hut It?"
after a format Shu
the place nn s'ep JUHt 1)7

Joe. "You'd better cool off out In re.
The house Is like an oven. I think I
should bnve an rued you of that hefors
you took the Mom. These little houses
with low rfs are fearfully hot."

The new Momer hesitated. He did
not rare to any with
the In the house. Long eve-ni-ne

In whl. h to rend, quiet nights In
which to sleep mid forget these were
the thing be had coiue for.

Hut hnd moved over and was
up nt him. lie folded tip nwk-- 1

im the low step, lie
much too lu f..r houe.
Imd a of the little
room

"I mind lient. I 1 suppose I
don't think about It." snld the roomer,
rather surprised st

"I'm a fraid you'll be sorry you took
th nnm."

The Motner smiled In the
"I'm to think that you are

Ills quick mind the fact that
It was the girl's he b-- tnken.

have just received and are now showing a

beautiful line of evening dresses in satins with
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Also full line of afternoon dresses in combina

Hons of serges and taffetas, satins and georgette

crepes, with fur and jewel trimmings.

Nice line of petticoats in solid colors, also

flowered taffetas. ill be pleased to show

vou through these.
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Tonight rain or snow,

Temperature will be from 18 to

degrees by Tuesday morning.
Tuesday generally fair and colder.
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Earth Slides at the Panama Canal
Will Be Overcome "Finally and

for All Time," He Asserts.

Washington. Nov. 13. The predic-

tion that earth movements in the
Panama canal will bo overcome "final-

ly nnd for all time." Is reaffirmed by
Major Ocneral (ioethnls, governor

general of the canal zone. In his annu
al report made public by the war de
partment. This will be accomplished.
General (ioethals says, "notwlthstand
Ing the calamity howlers and In spite
of the disastrous predictions of the

know-it-alls- .' "
Referring to the slides the general

says he Is moved to go Into the sub
ject again only because of the manyi
false reports that have been published.

"Such reports are false and there Is

no foundation for them," he declares,
"yet they seem to have gained great
credence, probably because a pending
treaty between the I'nlted States and
Nicaragua contemplates securing from
tne latter an rights ror building a ca-

nal on Its territory."

NEGRO CUTTING AFFRAY.

A negro cutting scrape took place
on North Main street late Saturday
afternoon In which a negro preacher
named Sterling was pretty badly carv-

ed up by another negro named Jim
1'hilllps, both partl.m living on Cedar
Creek. Tho Injured man Is not con
sldered dangerously hurt and he will
no doubt be out In a few dnys. Phil-

lips was arrested Immediately after
the troiiblo and upon making bond was
released from custody.

Kremh scientists believe that car
, rler pigeons are Influenced by magnet- -

Ism and that, with the spread of Ire-- j

less telegraphy, much less dependence
'can bo placed In them.

Instead of a.n Inner tube, a new
plliu tun-les- s automobile tiro has a re
movable rubber (ore that Is solid ex-

cept for ciip sl.aped air spaces nt each
sldo to afford resiliency.

EARL- - FAIRMAN-FR-ED

Our CARS meet nil trains both day nnd night, regard
lo?s of tho weather conditions.

ALL CALLS GIVEN PROMPT ATTENTION Also
sorvice cars for country trips.

"IWRCIKNCY" IS OUR MOTTO

GALL PI IONH 509 DAY Oil NIGI IT
OR LliAVIi CALLS AT

THE DIXIE

MONDAY. NOV. 13, 1916.
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MILK ADVANCES.

Owing lo tho marked Increase In the
prlco of feed It will te necessary to
Increase the price of milk and cream.
Tho following prices will prevail ef- -

fo live November 10th, 1916: Milk, per
j gallon, 40 rents; per quart, KVi
i cents; per pint, 7 cents. Cream, per
gallon, tl.r.O; per qiiurt, 50 cents; per
pint, S3 cents; per tt pint, IS cents
Ituttermllk and skimmed milk, 14

rents per gallon or 6 cents per quart
Tlio Wayne Davis Dairy. l

Mechanism In a German lighthouse
that uses electric lights automatically
switches on a new lamp and moves It
Into focus should the original lamp b
extinguished.


